
CHALLENGE 
WEEK 
15-19 JULY 2024

Challenge yourself: it’s the only path which leads to growth.
Morgan Freeman



CHALLENGE WEEK
What’s it all about? 
As most of you will know, during the last week of the Summer Term we dispense with the timetable so that 

all students can benefit from a week of trips and experiences. During Challenge Week, we offer a range 

of options, some involving residential stays and others based from home, across a range of interests and at 

various price points. 

Each Challenge has activities spread over four days (Monday to Thursday) and we come back together in 

school on the Friday for a whole-school assembly and presentations, before breaking up for summer at 

1.30pm on 19th July 2024.

How to choose:

Trips are open to all year groups and your choice will probably boil down to the best fit between your 

interests, new things you’d like to experience, things you know you’ll enjoy and cost. Discuss the options 

with your family and chat to your friends. Whilst you might prefer to be together with your friends, please 

remember that if your friends aren’t keen on the same Challenge as you or you don’t all get your first choice, 

you can still have a great time when you are busy with activities and getting to know other people. This is part 

of the Challenge!

Rather than choosing something you’re already familiar with, why not opt for something slightly out of your 

comfort zone and challenge yourself to learn or experience something new? 

Parents/carers: Please see the inside back cover for a note on costs and affordability, 

along with details of the sign-up process. 



1 The Swanage Surfers
Maximum 30 students, led by Mr Butler

Our popular surf camp Challenge is back again. Learn to surf or add to any existing experience you have on 
a fun THREE-NIGHT RESIDENTIAL in Pembrokeshire, Wales. This year, our accommodation will be the St 
Davids Bunk Barns, with stunning sea views, direct access to the Coast Path and within easy walking distance 
of the beach and the centre of St Davids. Surf tuition and other activities will be provided by The Real 
Adventure Company. This year, we will also take on coasteering and coastal kayaking. 

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£405

£324

£100

Itinerary Price includes

You will need

 ■ 3 nights’ accommodation at St David’s 
Bunk Barns (single sex rooms). www.
stdavidsbunkbarns.co.uk/accommodation 

 ■ Intro to surfing, 3 sessions of surfing 
tuition, coasteering and coastal kayaking 
with The Real Adventure Company. www.
therealadventurecompany.com

 ■ Bowling. www.phoenixbowl.co.uk

 ■ 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches and 3 dinners at St 
Davids Bunk Barns.

 ■ All equipment, including surfboards and 
wetsuits.

 ■ Swimwear and towels.

 ■ Warm layer/s.

 ■ Spending money for refreshments. 

 ■ Packed lunch* for Monday.

Mon Travel by minibus to St Davids, 
Pembrokeshire, where we settle into 
our accommodation and meet The Real 
Adventure Co for dinner and our ‘intro to 
surfing’ sessions. 

Tue We will split into two groups for our 
sessions with The Real Adventure Co 
instructors, which start with ‘Basic Surf 
Skills’, coasteering and coastal kayaking.
Dinner and an evening activity.

Wed Progression surf sessions, again in two 
groups with our instructors, and another 
chance to go coasteering and coastal 
kayaking. In the evening we’ll go bowling. 

Thur A morning of consolidation surf sessions 
before we travel back to Swanage, arriving 
early evening. 

Fri  At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 



2 Skatepark Grand Tour
Maximum 15 students, led by Mr Hamilton

Returning to our Challenge Week for a third year, 
the Skatepark Grand Tour will enable you to learn 
new tricks or perfect existing ones on skateboard, 
scooter or skates. Build your confidence with 
visits to four different skateparks during the week. 
Skateboard coaching is included at The Front Skate 
Park and you could arrange lessons at Prevail Skate 
Park if you wish. Sorry, no BMXs as they won’t fit 
in the minibus!

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£57

£46

£15

Itinerary

Price includes

You will need

Mon We spend the day at Blandford 
skatepark.

Tue A visit to Weymouth’s Marsh skatepark. 

Wed A return trip to Weymouth, this time to 
The Front skatepark. 

Thur To Poole to spend the day at Prevail 
Indoor Skatehouse, stopping at 
McDonalds on the way home. 

Fri At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

 ■ Day at The Front Skate Park, Weymouth, 
including coaching. 
www.weymouthskatepark.co.uk

 ■ Day pass to Prevail Skatehouse, Poole. www.
prevailskatehouse.co.uk

 ■ Minibus transport.

 ■ 1 lunch.

 ■ Skateboard, scooter or skates, or be able to 
borrow them for the week. 

 ■ Helmet (essential), pads (optional but strongly 
recommended for beginners or those relatively 
new to the sport).

 ■ Packed lunches* Mon/Tues/Weds.

 ■ Money for refreshments at The Front and 
Prevail.

Parents/carers will need to

 ■ Complete consent forms for The Front and 
Prevail skate parks. Entry will not be permitted 
without. More information will be provided in 
due course and you can view the forms on the 
skate park websites: 
www.weymouthskatepark.co.uk 
www.prevailskatehouse.co.uk

Each day we leave from school, travelling by 
minibus, and return by 3.20pm. 



3 London: Film & Media
Maximum 20 students, led by Mr Kirkham

A TWO-NIGHT RESIDENTIAL trip to London, 
exploring with a film-makers eye. The trip includes 
a visit to see the musical theatre version of ‘Back 
to the Future’, as well as seeing ‘Apollo 11: First 
Steps Edition’ at the IMAX cinema (the UK’s biggest 
screen!) and a movie at a West End cinema. We’ll 
also visit London Zoo for a spot of filming.  

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£435

£348

£110

Itinerary

Price includes

You will need

 ■ 2 nights accommodation at YHA Earl’s Court 
(single sex rooms). www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-
london-earls-court

 ■ 2 breakfasts, 2 packed lunches (supplied by the 
YHA) and 2 dinners, plus fish & chips.

 ■ Return train from Wareham to London and tube 
travel.

 ■ Tickets for the theatre show, the IMAX cinema 
experience (short film) and a movie.  
www.backtothefuturemusical.com/london/ 
www.bfi.org.uk/bfi-imax

 ■ Open top bus tour or river cruise (tbc).

 ■ Entry to London Zoo.

 ■ Spending money, and money for refreshments.

 ■ Packed lunch for Monday.

 ■ To pack really light! You’ll have to carry your 
luggage for our day out at London Zoo so a 
backpack you can easily carry is essential. 

Mon We meet at Wareham Station from 
where we take the train to London 
Waterloo and on by tube to Earls Court 
to check-in to our Youth Hostel (YHA). 
We’ll have time for a bit of exploring 
before an early dinner and heading to 
The Adelphi Theatre to see ‘Back to the 
Future: The Musical’. 

Tue After breakfast at the YHA, we take the 
tube to Waterloo for a short film at the 
BFI IMAX cinema. We’ll take an open-top 
bus tour or a river cruise before dinner 
and a movie in London’s famous Leicester 
Square or a nearby cinema.

Wed We check out of the Youth Hostel and 
take the tube to Baker Street. From here, 
it’s a 20 minute walk to London Zoo 
where we will do a spot of filming before 
heading home by train to Wareham, 
arriving late afternoon/early evening.

Thur Back at school, we will compile and edit 
footage captured in London and enjoy fish 
& chips for lunch. 

Fri  At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

LONDON IMAX



4 TSS Retreat
Approx 20 students, led by Mrs Woodward

Back for a second year is our peaceful TSS Retreat week. If you’d prefer to avoid adrenalin activities or the 
frenetic pace of a residential trip, this might be the week for you. The final programme will be decided in 
conjunction with the group but expect relaxing mini-projects and activities throughout the day, along with 
breathing and meditation exercises to help relieve any stress or anxiety. 

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£10

£8

£2

 Sample itinerary

The programme of activities will evolve between 
now and Challenge Week in discussion with the 
group, but could include things like:

You will need

The itinerary is likely to be along the following 
lines:

Mon-Weds: In school

8.40-9.00:  Breathing exercises/meditation to 
get the day off to a relaxing start.

9.00-10.30:   Mini-project 1.

11.00-12.30:  Mini-project 2.

1.20-3.20:  Mini-project 3/cinematic 
experience/analysis.

Thurs:  We’ll take a walk down to the 
beach to watch the London 
Performing Arts group perform 
their flashmob and have a fish & 
chip lunch.  

Fri  At school for a whole-school 
assembly / presentations. Term 
ends at 1.30pm.

• Comfortable clothes.

• Packed lunch* each day.

Sample activities 

 ■ Origami

 ■ Yoga

 ■ Virtual museum tour

 ■ Puzzle

 ■ Read a book

 ■ Family recipe book

 ■ At home restaurant

 ■ Song playlist

 ■ Crossword puzzles

 ■ Design/create 
clothes

 ■ Creative writing 
competition

 ■ Drawing competition

 ■ Cooking competition

 ■ Speech competition

The cost of this Challenge is to allow for a budget 
to cover the cost of any ingredients, materials 
or activities that may be decided upon. If the full 
budget is not needed, we’ll get some fish & chips, 
ice creams or similar. 

Price includes



5 Sailing & Watersports
Maximum 30 students, led by Miss Brook

Back for a second year, our Sailing & Watersports 
Challenge will enable you to learn sailing from 
scratch and achieve Level 1 or, if you did this 
Challenge last year, to gain Level 2 (RYA Sailing 
Course) culminating with a sail over to Hamworthy 
Park for an activity filled afternoon. There will also 
be a day of other water-based activities thrown in 
the mix, again all suitable for beginners - kayaking, 
paddleboarding, windsurfing and Mega-SUP.

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£215

£172

£55

Itinerary

Price includes

You will need

Mon The start of our two day RYA sailing 
course.

Tue Our Sailing course continues.

Wed A break from sailing as we take part in a 
multi-activity day on the water. Activities 
include windsurfing, kayaking, Mega Sup 
and stand-up paddle boarding. 

Thur Back to sailing, we sail in groups from 
Rockley Park to Hamworthy Park in 
Drascombes (hold up to 10), Wayfarers 
or Picos. We have our packed lunches at 
Hamworthy Park before taking part in 
some games. We sail back to Rockley for 
the usual 4pm finish.   

Fri At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

 ■ Packed lunch* and snacks each day (the cafe at 
Rockley will be open – only takes cards).

 ■ Wetsuit shoes/old trainers you don’t mind 
getting wet, swimwear and towel. Rash vest and 
swim shorts might be useful. 

 ■ Change of clothes every day.

 ■ Tuition for sailing and other water based 
activities over 4 days, see: 
www.rockley.org/watersports

 ■ All safety and other equipment, including 
wetsuits.

 ■ Minibus transport to and from Rockley Park 
(Poole) each day. 

Each day we travel by minibus to Rockley Park 
for a 9.30am arrival. The day ends at 4pm, so we 
should be back in Swanage by 4.30-5pm. 



6 Crafty Purbeck
Maximum 15 students, led by Mrs Fawke

A week for art lovers, taking inspiration from our fantastic coastal location. We’ll have two days out – a visit to 
the beach and a trip to Brownsea Island – where we’ll gather natural materials, and two days in the art room 
creating artwork and crafts from our finds, trying our hand at new techniques.   

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£23

£19

£5

 ■ Packed lunch* each day.

 ■ Old, comfortable clothes. 

Itinerary

Mon Local beach exploration: walk to the end 
of North Beach in Swanage Bay for a 
spot of beach combing, pebble stacking 
and photography.

Tue Art room: we will spend the day at 
school, painting and decorating pebbles, 
driftwood and other finds we collected 
on our trip to the beach. 

Wed Brownsea Island trip: we take the ferry 
across to Brownsea Island. We’ll collect 
foliage and leaves for a spot of outdoor 
printmaking. 

Thur Art room: today we’ll try our hand at 
some crafting activities inspired by our 
visit to Brownsea Island – maybe needle 
felting, printmaking or landscape painting. 

Fri  At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

Price includes

 ■ Minibus, ferry and entry to Brownsea Island  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/dorset/brownsea-
island.

 ■ Art materials.

 ■ Ice cream / refreshments on days out.

You will need



7 London: Science
Maximum 20 students, led by Mr Hines

A superb science-themed THREE NIGHT 
RESIDENTIAL trip to London, taking in two of 
London’s famous museums, the Planetarium in 
Greenwich (including live show ‘The Sky Tonight’) 
and a visit to The Centre of the Cell, the first 
Science Education Centre in the world to be 
located within working biomedical laboratories. In 
addition, you will join the London Film group to see 
a musical theatre show - ‘Back to the Future: The 
Musical’ in the West End. 

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£597

£478

£150

Itinerary - days may change!

Price includes

You will need

Mon We meet at Wareham for our train 
journey to London, and then continue by 
tube to Russell Square where we check 
into our hotel. During the afternoon we 
have time to explore before dinner and 
heading to the Adelphi Theatre to see 
‘Back to the Future: The Musical’. 

Tue After breakfast at the hotel, we spend the 
day at The Natural History Museum and 
The Science Museum where we will have 
lunch. 

Wed Today, we will explore the Greenwich 
area including a visit to the Royal 
Observatory and the Greenwich 
Planetarium where we will see ‘The Sky 
Tonight’ show. 

Thur After breakfast and check-out, we will 
visit the Centre of the Cell before taking 
the train back to Wareham. 

Fri At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

 ■ Three nights accommodation at The Royal 
National Hotel. www.imperialhotels.co.uk/
hotels/royal-national-hotel/gallery.

 ■ Return train to London, plus tube travel.

 ■ Ticket for ‘Back to the Future: The Musical’: 
www.backtothefuturemusical.com

 ■ Science Museum: www.sciencemuseum.org.uk

 ■ Natural History Museum: www.nhm.ac.uk

 ■ Greenwich Planetrarium: www.rmg.co.uk/
whats-on/planetarium-shows/sky-tonight

 ■ Centre of the Cell: www.centreofthecell.org

 ■ 3 breakfasts, 3 lunches, 3 dinners

 ■ Spending money.

 ■ Packed lunch for Monday.

 ■ To wear comfortable shoes and pack light - you 
will have to carry your bag across London and 
during the visit to Centre of the Cell. 



8 Purbeck Explorers

Based from school, this Challenge will make use of our local area for days out and activities, and will involve a 
spot of geocaching, walks and a treasure hunt. 

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£23

£19

£5

Itinerary

Mon We walk through Swanage and up 
to Durlston Country Park to go 
geocaching and enjoy a picnic lunch.

Tues We walk to Corfe Castle along Nine 
Barrow Down, and journey back by the 
steam train.  

Weds We’ll take the open top bus to Studland 
for a quick paddle and explore. You’ll 
be given maps to find the way back to 
Swanage over Ballard Down. 

Thurs Treasure hunt around Swanage with 
some geocaching, where we’ll have a 
fish & chip lunch on the beach, a quick 
paddle if you fancy it, and we’ll watch 
the London Performing Arts group 
performing their flashmob. 

Fri  At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

What is geocaching? 
 

If you’ve never been geocaching, check out www.
geocaching.com! Described as ‘the world’s largest 
treasure hunt’, geocaching involves finding hidden 
‘geocaches’ - some tiny, some not - hidden in 
locations found by using GPS co-ordinates. Inside the 
cache are likely to be silly trinkets - only take one if 
you bring something of your own to leave...

Price includes 

 ■ Steam train journey / bus.

 ■ Fish & chips.

 ■ Comfortable clothes & shoes!

 ■ Packed lunches*.

You will need

Maximum 10 students, led by Miss Everitt



9 London: Performing Arts
Maximum 40 students, led by Mr Peake

A staple of our Challenge Week offer! This year it includes not just one, but two musical theatre shows 
and a tour of Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre where a third show (a play) might prove possible. A visit to 
the London Dungeon is included so this trip is not for the faint-hearted as you may find this scary and 
all must participate. This Challenge is a TWO NIGHT RESIDENTIAL, staying at a Central London hotel. 
During the trip we will see ‘Matilda the Musical’ in London’s West End and ‘SIX’ in Southampton! Listings for 
Shakespeare’s Globe are not yet available, but if possible we will see a performance there, otherwise we will 
go to the cinema or find an alternative activity. Back in Swanage, it will be flashmob time!

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£520

£416

£130

Itinerary Price includes

You will need

Mon Meet at Wareham station for the train to 
London Waterloo and then on by tube 
to Russell Square to check into our hotel. 
In the afternoon, we tour the historic 
Globe Theatre (and possibly see a play 
performed). We’ll have dinner at Pizza 
Express.

Tue After breakfast at the hotel, we visit The 
London Dungeon. The afternoon will be 
spent exploring Covent Garden before 
dinner at The Hard Rock Cafe and our 
evening show ‘Matilda The Musical’. 

Wed We leave London after breakfast, but 
break our journey home in Southampton 
where we’ll grab some lunch before 
enjoying a matinee performance of ‘SIX’ 
at The Mayflower Theatre, followed by 
a post-show Q&A and tech taster. Our 
return journey will then continue back to 
meet parents/carers at Wareham Station.

Thur In school to rehearse our flashmob, 
which we will perform in Swanage 
followed by a fish & chip lunch.

Fri   At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

 ■ 2 nights at The Royal National Hotel (single-sex 
rooms). www.imperialhotels.co.uk/hotels/royal-
national-hotel/gallery

 ■ Ticket for ‘Matilda the Musical’ at The 
Cambridge Theatre in London’s West End. 
www.matildathemusical.com

 ■ Ticket for ‘SIX’ at The Mayflower Theatre, 
Southampton. www.sixthemusical.com

 ■ Tour of Shakespeare’s Globe, and a 
performance (if possible).  
www.shakespearesglobe.com

 ■ Entry to The London Dungeon. 
www.thedungeons.com/london/

 ■ Return train travel from Wareham to London 
and tube travel.

 ■ 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners, fish & chips.

 ■ Packed lunch for Monday.

 ■ Money for spending and refreshments.

 ■ Comfortable shoes for walking and to pack very 
lightly! On the way home, you will have to take 
your back-pack to the Mayflower Theatre!



10 Alternative Gaming
Maximum 15 students, led by Miss Scott

Spend the week immersed in alternative gaming experiences - i.e. no electronic gaming! We’ll take you 
physical gaming at Ninja Warriors, table-top gaming at the Warhammer Store and retro gaming at Hollywood 
Bowl before coming back to school for our final day. 

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£52

£42

£13

Itinerary

Price includes

You will need

 ■ Minibus transport.

 ■ Entry to Ninja Warrior.

 ■ 3-hour workshop at the Warhammer store.

 ■ Bowling.

 ■ A packed lunch* each day. There is an option 
to buy lunch at the Ninja Warrior cafe if 
preferred.  

 ■ If wanted, spending money for the 
Warhammer store or refreshments at 
Hollywood Bowl.

Mon Physical gaming: a trip to Ninja Warrior 
in Southampton. You can take a packed 
lunch or buy lunch at the cafe. 

Tue Tabletop gaming: we head to Poole for 
a model painting and tabletop gaming 
workshop at the Warhammer store. 

Wed Retro gaming: after a morning of gaming 
in school we spend the afternoon 
bowling at Tower Park in Poole.  

Thur Variety gaming: in school, for a day of 
gaming including Warhammer, Pokemon 
cards and Dungeons & Dragons (D&D).

Fri  At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 



11Hiking for Happiness
Maximum 15 students, led by Mrs Beresford

We’re stepping up a gear for our walking Challenge this year with longer and more strenuous hikes, but it will 
still be a relaxing week of fresh air and coastal scenery. Our days out will include hikes in Worth Matravers, 
taking in Chapman’s Pool and St Aldhelm’s Chapel, around the coast in Portland, with a visit to a sculpture 
park, and along Bournemouth seafront. On our final day we relax further with a coastal cruise from Swanage 
Pier. 

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£35

£28

£10

Itinerary

Price includes

You will need

Mon We get dropped off by minibus at 
Renscombe car park near Chapman’s 
Pool and hike along the coast path and to 
St Adlhelm’s Chapel. We will stop for a 
picnic lunch along the way. 

Tue We head over to the Isle of Portland for 
a hike around the peninsula and visit Tout 
Quarry Sculpture Park & Nature Reserve. 

Wed The minibus will drop us at Sandbanks, 
from where we will walk to Bournemouth 
Pier and back.

Thur We walk down to Swanage Pier to take 
a boat cruise around the local coastline, 
have chips on the beach and return to 
school to compile a portfolio of our 
photos. 

Fri  At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

 ■ Comfortable walking shoes or boots, and 
comfortable clothes suitable for the weather 
conditions.

 ■ Packed lunches Mon/Tues/Weds.

 ■ Minibus travel.

 ■ Coastal Cruise tickets. 

 ■ Fish & chips.



12 Adventure Activities
Maximum 30 students, led by Mr Ringrow

A combination of land and water based activities based locally and in conjunction with Cumulus Outdoors. 
Running over 4 full days, the activities this year will include RIB rides, urban orienteering, target sports, 
mountain biking and tag archery.  We’ll also have a day the Dorset Water Park to tackle the inflatables and the 
mud trail! A great Challenge if you love being active and trying new things! 

NOTE! Exact itinerary details and days may 

change as final arrangements are made, as 

may the staff accompanying the trip.  
*Students who receive free school meals will be 

provided with a packed lunch.

COST

Cost for students eligible for FSM

Deposit

£210

£168

£50

Itinerary - days may switch

Price includes

You will need

 ■ 4 days of activities with Cumulus Outdoors. 
www.cumulusoutdoors.com/schools-youth/
adventure-activity-days/

 ■ Minibus transport.

 ■ Safety and other specialist equipment including 
wetsuits if needed.

 ■ Entry to Dorset Water Park and Mud Trail.

 ■ Packed lunch* each day.

 ■ Swimwear, towel and water shoes for water 
based activities. Old trainers or similar and old 
clothes for the mud trail. 

 ■ Comfortable clothes you don’t mind getting 
dirty.

 ■ Change of clothes every day. 

Mon A day of RIB rides, urban orienteering and 
target sports.

Tue Bushcraft and fishing.

Wed Mountain biking, tag archery.

Thur Tackle the inflatables and mud trail at 
Dorset Water Park. 

Fri At school for a whole school assembly / 
presentations. Term ends at 1.30pm. 

Each day Cumulus will collect the group from 
school and return to school for 3.15pm.



Consider the Challenge Week alternatives carefully with your son/daughter. They might also like to 
discuss with their friends. DECIDE ON A FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD PREFERENCE. 

The ‘opening date/time’ for sign-ups will be 7PM on MONDAY 26TH FEBRUARY 2024. The 
sign-up process will be a very simple online form that can be completed on PC or smartphone. The 
form will be live on the school’s website at the time above and we will also text a link to the form at 
the same time. If you have genuine difficulty completing an online form, please let Mrs Heath (Office 
Manager) know before sign-up goes live. The website page can be found at: www.theswanageschool.
co.uk/challenge-days or navigate the website menu: School Life > Challenge Days/Challenge Week

Allocation of places will be on a first come, first serve basis (allowing for any restrictions created by 
single-sex sharing on residential trips). We check trip lists before confirming places and reserve the 
right to make changes where we feel they are justified.  We will let you know if we have any concerns 
about the way the allocation has panned out that affects your child. 

TRANSFER WINDOW!  New this year we are trialling a transfer window! Once lists are available, 
we will publish these in school for students to see. Should they wish to change their choice at this 
point, there will be a process to request this. Please note, allocating places based on transfer requests 
will not be an exact science, but rather a ‘best fit’ approach. Swaps or moves will only be possible 
where spaces are available, and this process should not be used simply to request a ‘first choice’ 
where a ‘second choice’ was allocated. We will factor in the original choices when dealing with transfer 
requests. We aim for the transfer request window to run between 1st-5th March, and to finalise lists 
by 7th March. 

Once confirmed, the Challenge will be allocated on your ParentPay account – our aim 
is to do this by the end of the day on Friday 8th March.

Deposits will be due by Tuesday 12th March to secure places. 

The balance for all Challenges are to be paid (via ParentPay) by no later than 1st July 
2024. The balance can be paid in full or over 4 instalments  (1st April, 1st May, 1st June, 1st July).

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
For parents/carers

1

2

3

4

6

5

7

Some Challenges are residential, some are non-residential and the cost of each differs as per the information 
in this booklet. We are conscious of financial pressures and have made sure there are options for a range of 
budgets and several that are £25 or less, all of which can be paid in instalments.  Discounts are available for 
families who qualify for Free School Meals and the reduced prices are indicated in the trip details. If you are 
experiencing particular financial difficulty, please speak to Mrs Heath in confidence before sign-up goes live. 

There are limits on the number of students who can participate in each Challenge (due to factors relating to 
transport, accommodation and activity capacity). Whilst we hope most students will be able to participate in 
their first preference, we unfortunately can’t guarantee this and the sign-up process is intended to be as fair as 
we can make it. 

To ensure all students have the same opportunity to discuss the options with family and friends, we will open 
sign-up as below. Preferences cannot be submitted before. 

Sign-up & payment process:



Never be afraid to try something new, because life gets boring when you 
stay within the limits of what you already know.  
Unknown


